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MoSt of what is publifhed, either of State or Trade, is fo partial ro Parties that no Notite is tobe taken 


of it. 


——— 


Yet it 1 neceffary that the People fhould be undeceived. 


A Letter reprinted from the Flying-Poft. 


v 


- ‘The Cafe of our- Jamaica Merchants, trading to New Spain, ftated: 


They know their Fate if they are taken. 
They go at their own Rifque. 


Our Governours ought te fst and prevent thems, but they wink at it: jy 
They are in the fame Predicament of Trade asthe French Owlers on the Coaft of Kent: 


»™~ 





HO’ moft of what is faidby the prefent Wri- 
ters of the Town againft Matters, either of 
State or Commerce, is mingled with fuch 


evident Malice, that it merits no Confidera- . 


tion, and therefore the MERCATOR has taken 
very little Notice of fuch Things ; yet as the poor inno- 
cent People of this Nation are, frequently impofed upon 
to believe by thefe fpecious ftrange Stories, contrary to 
the Nature and Reafon of rk i So it is needful on 
many Accounts to fet the Truth in fome Cafesina 
clear Light, that the Fact being feparated from the Par- 
ty-Glofs put upon it, for carrying on a particular Fren- 
zy of the Times, People may know how to judge for 
themfelyes, and may know who deceives them, and 
who not. 

This refpeéts a Letter or pretended Letter lately pub- 
lifh'd in one of our weekly printed Oracles from Jamai- 
ca concerning a Sloop from Jamaica, which was trep- 
pan‘d by the Spaniards, in offering to Trade upon their 
Coaft; and being feized, was carried in and confifca- 
ted, &c, as by the Letter, which becaufe they fhall have 
the full Story told their own way. The MERC A- 
TOR has printed Word for Word from their own 
Copy as follows. 


SIR, Jamaica, March 27. 1714. 
E were under the hizheft Expectation of reaping, sv 
fiderable Advantages in our Trade from the Peace 

with Spain, when we were furprized with the following and 
unexpetted barbarous Ufage given to the Macclesfield, 
Capt. Barlow Commander, bound fromeéGuiny to this Iland; 
he wad fupprized by a violent Hurricane, in which be 4 
bis Malis and having feveral Foot of Water in his Hold, 
w.ts in this pitiful Condition forced into Porto Rico, where 
inftead of friendly Affiftance, the Crew were feized and im- 
ri is Ship and Cargo condemned as Prize, and 


Hland, having a Cargo of 100001. being- on panifh 
Cath fevera Morket came on Board at Four in the 
LAfvernoon, and agrecd for at bis Cargo, promifing by the 


Capt. Thornton in a Trading Sloop belonging to this 
t 


eae _ - : ~— 


next Morning to bring the Money and pay for thin 

before they Site hosffed over the Side This ps cae 
made the Captain and Company think themfelves fecure, 
which occaftoned their being leprae’ in the Night by two 
Periagoes, armed with 90 Men who carried them into Port, 
and condemned and fold them as Prize, exealing their Trea- 
chery by the exprefs Orders of the King their Maher, to 


ferve all Englifh Traders tn that manner, and that they 


had four French Men of War with Spanith Commiffions on 
Fi Coasts, as Guardjhips, to intercept all Englith Tra- 

rss | 

_ IL can't omit to acquaint you with the good Fortune of Mr. 
Tho. Wood, wbo by the Honeffy of the Governor of Petty 
Guavas, faved his Sloop and 120 Negroes, the Governor 
fending him Word, not.to expofe.a Negroe to fale, for if be 
did he fhould be obliged. to feize him, and make hum Prize, 
it being the exprefs Orders of bis King fo to ufe all Englith 
Ships, and not to fuffer any to “Trade, and om bim to 
be gone out of the Port, which ihe other nifely did: 

hus you fee what friend'y Ujage we are like to receive 

from our new Allies, and to what a low Ebb we must quickly 
be reduced, tf ber Majeffy don't {peedily give us leave to 
He Reprifals. 1 /Ball conclude with defiring you to beleve 
that I am, 


31R, Your moft humble Servant, 


7 rer a Ae 
Now fuppofing all this to be true, the MERCA- 


TOR undertakes to prove, that this is nothing but 
what the Spaniards ought to do, and that they would 
have done the fame even in King CHARLES Ild’s 
Time ; Nayinthe Time of King William, when we 
were in League Offenfive and Defenfive with them and 
fighting for them, andthat they, the MERC ATOR 
fays it again, ought to have doneit. Nor hasthe Eng- 
lifh any reafon to quarrel with Spain about it ; and far- 
ther MERCATOR fays, the like has many 
times been attempted, and often executed in the faid 
Reign of King CHARLES Il. and King William ; 
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~ o) neither did the Government ever refent it, or demand 


Sv». tRoncern’d, giving them up to Jaftice as Criminals, that 
<» \e¢_: |by the Laws of chat Country ought to fuffer Death, and 
iby folemn Treaty and Agreement were to fuffer Death. 


ey If this be the Truth of the Faé, then thefe Amufe- 
x 


Reftirution, but acquiefced in the ruin of the People 


st” Men has much about as much in it as there ufually is 


in moft of the reft they publifh of the fame kind. The 
Cafe in fhort flands thus abridg’d, the MERCATOR 
having not room to give it at large in this narrow 
Compafs. . 

By the ancient Treaty of Peace with Spain, the 
Treaty of Commerce for the Spanifh Weft-Indies was 
thus fettled, (viz.) That it fhould not be lawful for the 
Subje&ts of England, on any Account whatfoever, to 
carry on any Trade with, or come into any of the 
Ports of the Spanith Weft-Indies, on pain of Confif- 
cation of Ship and Goods, and the Men to be proceeded 
againft by the ordinary courfe of Juftice. 

It is true, that notwithitanding this ftipulation, our 
Merchants of Jamaica have always carried on a Clan- 
deftine Trade with the Spaniards, which they have done 
upon the juft Rifque of their‘Lives, Ships and Goods, 
contrary to exprefs Injunctions from hence; and tho’ 
too much Connivance has been given by Governors 
and Commanders of Men of War, and the manner « 
their Trade is well known, yet as to the Englifh Go- 
vernment, itis all by ftcalth, and they are to be, and 
ought to be punithed, even by our Governors at Jamaica, 
if known. 

It is not to the prefent purpofe, to enquire here into 
the Nature and Reafon of this Law; it is the fame 
thing with us in our Plantations, where, if we did not 
preferve the Property of our Trade entire, without per- 
mitting any other Nations to Trade with us, we fhould 
foon jofe our Plantation-Trade, and have other Nations 
run away with the Commerce, leaving to us only the 
Charge of maintaining them. 

But to bring this a little nearer to us as Englifh ; Was 
it Not upon ee foot of this Treaty with Spain, that 
King William was obliged to abandon the Scots in 
their Settlement at Darien, and tho’ as King of Scot- 
Jand he had granted them a Charter or Patent to en- 
courage that Settlement, yet as King of England and 
an Ally of Spain, he was obliged by the Treaty then 
fubfifting, to forbid his Englith Subjects to correfpond 
with thofe of Darien, or afford them any Relief, Sufle- 
nance, Affiftance or Provifion? By which means when 
their Ships came in a perithing Condition to Jamaica, 
they were, as the Scors faid, moft Jnhumanely ufed, 
which, by the way, may anfwer for the Veflels which 
they alledge was driven into New Spain by Difirels ; of 
which more may be faid in its turn. 

But to return to the Cafe in hand; The Trade from 
wee to the Spanifh Coaft is thus carryedon; The 

oops take in great Cargoes of Englith Goods, and Sail 


into the Gulph of Mexico to certain Places, where they 


come within view of the Shores in the Night only, in 
the Day they ply off and on, as they call it, to be out of 
fight. The Merchants Spaniards, who know the mear- 
ing of it, and who find it to their Advantage to Trade 
go off inthe Night in Canoes, Periagua’s, and fuch final} 
joats, and carry ready Money with them, fetch on fhore 
their Goods at their owa Rifque, i. e. the Spanith Mer- 
chants Rifque. 

Our Sloops do this, becaufe they know they cannot 

tems Port, for if they do they are taken ; alfo if’ any 
hip of Force fhould come, they muft truft to their 
Oars or be taken, and that if they are taken, they are 
ufed as Enemies, &c. as by the Letter. 

Now the Queftion before us, is not how thefe Men 
were trepann‘dinto the Spaniards hand, but whether ir 
was a lawful Action, according to Treaty and Agree- 
ment, that the Spaniards fhould take them if they could ; 
if that appears, then every Stratagem the Spaniards 
could ufe to get them into their Clutches, was juft and 
allowable. 

A parallel Cafe to this is on our own Coaft every 
Day, where the French, wich Snaws and Sloops, come 
a the Coaft of Kent and Suffex to fetch off our 

Vooll ; which is, in the Jamaica diale&, only to Trade 
with us. Now if our Cruifing Smacks on the Coaft, 
or Boats from the Shore, could Snap thefe Men, did we 
not always Confifcate the Veffels, and fend the Men to 
Jail, and the like, notwithflanding we were at Peace 
with them as a Nation ? Nor did their King ever De- 
mand them again, or grant Reprifals, for they are 
efleem'd as a Sett of Trade Thieves, and ufed accord- 
ingly ; nay, while the A& which made Exporting Wooll 
to be Felony was in force, they might lawfully have 
been Hanged by us, without any Affront to the King of 
France, and fo might our Jamaica Gentlemen, with- 
out any Unkindnefs or Injuftice on the Side of the 
Spaniards. 

The MERCATOR appeals to the Body of Ja- 
maica Merchants for the Truth of this; and therefore 
for the wife Publifher of this Story to talk of ufing Re- 
prifals, is the fame thing as if the King ot France fhould 
grant Reprifals againft us for Punifhing his Oulers when 
they are taken. 

But thefe Reprifals the Law will allow us to take 
(viz.) That if the Spaniards fend any Ships to New- 
York, New-England, Virginia, or the like, and bring- 
ing European Goods, will offer to Sell them there, nay, 
if they put in there, on what Account it will, ftrefs of 
Weather, or what it will, we fall ufe them in the 
fame kind. 

We have a like Inftance of this in its degree, when 
King Charles 1]. ina time of Peace, fent Sir John Nar- 
borough, with Three Men ot War, to make Difcoveries 
in the Soutl-Sceas; of al} which the MERCATOR 
fhal] fpeak farther. 








LONDON: Printed for Bens. Too KE » at the Termple-Gate, and 
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